
NEILLSVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
 
September 17, 2018 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Education, School District of Neillsville, was called to order on September 
17, 2018, at 6:00 p.m. in the Multi Media Room by President Dewey Poeschel.  Present at roll call were Dewey 
Poeschel, Peggy Grap, Deanna Heiman, Sue Voigt, and Rick Opelt.  Also present were Administrator John 
Gaier, Middle/High School Principal Craig Anderson, and Elementary Principal Scott Schiller. 
 
Notification of the meeting was sent on September 5, 2018, to the Clark County Press, WCCN Radio, 
Neillsville City Hall, and Neillsville Public Library.  A revised notification was sent on September 13, 2018,                 
to the Clark County Press, WCCN Radio, Neillsville City Hall, and Neillsville Public Library. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the Consent Agenda as presented below: 

A.   Minutes of the August 20, 2018, regular meeting  
B.   Treasurer’s report and payment of general account checks numbered 76631 through 77684,   
       201800001 through 201800078, voiding check #77455 for $355.00, for a total of $959,665.41, and  
       approval of the September payrolls. 

Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
New staff members were introduced to the board members. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve a donation of shelving from Dewey and Kory 
Poeschel. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve a donation of paper bags for book covers from 
Hansen’s IGA. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the out-of-state field trip for FFA to Indianapolis, IN, 
October 23 – 27, 2018. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the out-of-state field trip for FFA to St. Paul, MN, 
January 2019. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the out-of-state field trip for FFA to Washington 
D.C., July 2019. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Scott Schiller reported on attendance; Warrior of the Week program; PBIS t-shirts; Sept. 20th – kindergarten 
field trip to Cain’s Orchard; Sept. 27th – picture day; and Oct. 18-19th – parent teacher conferences;. 
 
Craig Anderson reported on attendance; open campus; the grab ‘n go lunch program; student tutors; and a 
building and grounds update. 
 



John Gaier reported on the WASB Region 5 meeting; an AEF newsletter; an article from the School 
Administrators Alliance; an article regarding French schools and cell phones; an article on Wisconsin rural 
schools; an article on secret cash to aid politicians; and two Focus articles. 
  
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to go into closed session as per WI Statutes 19.85(1)(C) 
Considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee 
over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility.  The purpose of the closed 
session is to discuss contractual matters.  Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, 
Rick Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to return to open session. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy 
Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the hiring of Taylor Townsend for a teaching 
assistant position. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the hiring of Rebecca Oldham for a teaching assistant 
position. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes. Motion carried. 
  
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the hiring of Jenna Pavlac for a teaching assistant 
position. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the hiring of Joy Abel for a teaching assistant 
position. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the hiring of Cynthia Anderson for a food service 
assistant position. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve retention bonuses for support staff employees as 
presented. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve an increase from step 5 to step 6 on the salary 
schedule for Dana Nickel. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – 
yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve Certified Staff Handbook updates as presented. Roll 
call: Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the Memorandum of Understanding for Reed Lehman 
as presented. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the Memorandum of Understanding for Monika 
Luebke as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 



 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the resignation of Brian Waters from his middle 
school track coaching position. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap 
– yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the resignation of Jessica Brown from her middle 
school basketball coaching position. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy 
Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve Policy CDD for initial adoption. Roll call: Peggy 
Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve Policy CDE for initial adoption. Roll call: Deanna 
Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve Policy IKC for initial adoption. Roll call: Sue Voigt – 
yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
WASB report was given by John Gaier. 
 
CESA report was given by Deanna Heiman. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to adjourn at 8:18 p.m.  Roll call: all yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 


