
NEILLSVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
 
August 21, 2017 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Education, School District of Neillsville, was called to order on August 21, 
2017, at 6:00 p.m. in the Board of Education Office by President Dewey Poeschel.  Present at roll call were 
Dewey Poeschel, Peggy Grap, Deanna Heiman, Sue Voigt, and Rick Opelt.  Also present was Administrator 
John Gaier. 
 
Notification of the meeting was sent on August 9, 2017, to the Clark County Press, WCCN Radio, Neillsville 
City Hall, and Neillsville Public Library.  A revised notification was sent on August 17, 2017, to the Clark 
County Press, WCCN Radio, Neillsville City Hall, and Neillsville Public Library. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the Consent Agenda as presented below: 

A.   Minutes of the July 10, 2017, regular meeting  
B.   Treasurer’s report and payment of general account checks numbered 74947 through 75373,   

201600320 through 201700037, voiding checks #74947 for $1,142.00, #75232 for $227.52, #75285 for     
$1,307.39, #75286 for $107.89, for a total of $1,908,166.11, and approval of the August payrolls. 

Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the district technology agreements for the 2017-2018 
school year as presented. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve Grade 7-12 Handbook updates for the 2017-2018 
school year as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the shared service agreement with the School 
District of Marshfield for the Project Search Program for the 2017-2018 school year. Roll call: Peggy Grap – 
yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the WIRSA Membership for the 2017-2018 school 
year as presented. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the yearbook price for the 2017-2018 school year as 
presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Rick Opelt to approve releasing activity account funds in the amount of 
$842.29 to the Class of 2017. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – 
yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve nine regular bus routes, three noon bus routes and 
one special needs bus route for the 2017-2018 school year. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 



Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve a $900.00 donation from Harder Built to the food 
service department toward delinquent accounts. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – 
yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the Wisconsin Morning Milk Program for the 2017-
2018 school year. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the Federal Milk Program for the 2017-2018 school 
year. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – 
yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the Offer Versus Serve Food Service Contract for the 
2017-2018 school year. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
John Gaier reported on a thank you note; a thank you letter from NACC for support of the dairy breakfast; 
information on WASB’s regional meetings; an article from Portage welcoming Tim Rueth; an article regarding 
the closing of the Fairchild Elementary School; policies that govern the CWETN Network; information on the 
Future Ready Schools Program; examples of information being shared at the annual meeting; an article about a 
tax shift from large retail businesses to residential property; an article regarding the Florida education system; 
and two Focus articles. 
  
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to go into closed session as per WI Statutes 19.85(1)(C) 
Considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee 
over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility.  The purpose of the closed 
session is to discuss contractual matters.  Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, 
Rick Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to return to open session. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy 
Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the resignation of Peggy Needham from her teaching 
assistant position. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the resignation of Dawn Weiers from her teaching 
assistant position. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes. Motion carried. 
  
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the resignation of Connie McDonald from her 
teaching assistant position. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – 
yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve Cheryl Craig for a teaching assistant position. Roll 
call: Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve Toni Erickson for a teaching assistant position. Roll 
call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 



Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve Melissa Grambsch for a teaching assistant position. 
Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve Jordan Hauge for a teaching assistant position. Roll 
call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes. 
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve Jason Kurth for a teaching assistant position. Roll 
call: Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Rick Opelt to approve Kate Mueller for a teaching assistant position. Roll 
call: Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve McKenzie Trunkel for a teaching assistant position. 
Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve Jammie Westbay for a teaching assistant position. 
Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the Memorandum of Understanding for Dana Nickel. 
Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the resignation of Elaina Boyle from her 7-12 
counselor position. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the contract for Jessica Brown for a middle school 
teacher position. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the contract for Matthew Hessel for an elementary 
teacher position. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the contract for Julia Backaus for the 7-12 counselor 
position. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the Memorandum of Understanding for Jessica 
Brown. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey Poeschel 
– yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the Memorandum of Understanding for Matthew 
Hessel. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey Poeschel 
– yes.  Motion carried. 
 



Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the changes to the Certified Staff Handbook for the 
2017-2018 school year as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the resignation of Robin Harder from his high school 
softball coaching position. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – 
yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the resignation of Tim Rueth from his elementary 
principal position. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the contract for Scott Schiller for the elementary 
principal position. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
WASB report was given by John Gaier. 
 
CESA report was given by Deanna Heiman. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to adjourn at 8:34 p.m.  Roll call: all yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 


