
NEILLSVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
 
June 27, 2016 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Education, School District of Neillsville, was called to order on June 27, 
2016, at 6:00 p.m. in the Board of Education Office by President Dewey Poeschel.  Present at roll call were 
Dewey Poeschel, Peggy Grap, Deanna Heiman, Sue Voigt, and Rick Opelt.  Also present was Administrator 
John Gaier. 
 
Notification of the meeting was sent on June 15, 2016, to the Clark County Press, WCCN Radio, Neillsville 
City Hall, and Neillsville Public Library.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the Consent Agenda as presented below: 

A.   Minutes of the May 16, 2016, regular meeting  
B.   Treasurer’s report and payment of general account checks numbered 72533 through 72737,   
       201500235 through 201500252, voiding checks #72533 for $85.00, #72536 for $85.00, #72538 for  
       $85.00, #72539 for $35.00, #72540 for $85.00, #72541 for $85.00, #72584 for $170.00, #72586 for  
       $255.00, #72587 for $50.00, #72592 for $255.00, #72600 for $125.00, #72725 for $125.00, for a total of  
       $657,067.84, and approval of the June payrolls. 
C.   Final adoption of Policy BBE 

Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve an average increase of $.10 over the 2015-2016 lunch 
prices for the 2016-2017 school year as mandated by the federal government. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Rick 
Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Deanna Heiman seconded by Rick Opelt to approve curriculum updates for Family and Consumer 
Science, Spanish, and Mythology as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – 
yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Rick Opelt to approve Grade K-6 Student Handbook updates for the 2016-
2017 school year with modifications as presented. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt 
– yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve Grade 7-12 Student Handbook updates for the 2016-
2017 school year with modifications as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick 
Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve Staff Handbook updates for the 2016-2017 school 
year as presented. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the Parent and Coaches Handbook updates for the 
2016-2017 school year as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy 
Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Deanna Heiman seconded by Peggy Grap to approve WASB membership for the 2016-2017 school 
year. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – 



yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve a donation of $100 to the music department in 
memory of Ruby Kuhn. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve a donation of pencils from O’Reilly Auto Parts. Roll 
call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve an out-of-state field trip to Dorian Vocal Festival in 
Decorah, IA, in January 2017. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap 
– yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve an out-of-state field trip for band and chorus to 
Florida in April 2017. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Rick Opelt to approve an out-of-state field trip to the National FFA 
Convention in October 2016. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – 
yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Deanna Heiman to approve setting a temporary Fund 10 budget of 
$10,400,000. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve Associated Bank, BMO Harris Bank, Unity Bank, 
and Citizen’s State Bank of Loyal as the official depositories for the 2016-2017 school year. Roll call: Rick 
Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Rick Opelt to approve authorizing the district administrator to make 
investments for the 2016-2017 school year. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – 
yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes. Motion carried. 
 
John Gaier reported on two thank you cards; a donation from the family of Tony Stini; a WEAU report on 
Snapshot Wisconsin; elementary lunchroom tables; an article regarding revenue limits in Wisconsin; a Capital 
Times article on Act 21; and three Focus articles. 
  
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to go into closed session as per WI Statutes19.85(1)(C) 
Considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee 
over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility.  The purpose of the closed 
session is to discuss contractual matters.  Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, 
Rick Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to return to open session. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy 
Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the resignation of Desiree Fravert from her teaching 
assistant position. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the resignation of Allie Dickinson from her teaching 



assistant position. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the resignation of Tia Opelt from her teaching 
assistant position. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the resignation of Melody Clemens from her teaching 
assistant position. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the hiring of Theresa Lezza for an administrative 
secretary position. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Deanna Heiman to approve the hiring of Dawn Voss for a support secretary 
position. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve wage increases for confidential and supervisory 
positions and adjustments to the support staff wage schedule as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, 
Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the resignation of Shyla Gilbertson from her 
elementary teacher position. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – 
yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the resignation of Nicole Hangartner from her 
elementary teacher position. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – 
yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the resignation of Susie Conner from her social 
studies teacher position. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the resignation of Jodi Rueth from her elementary 
music teacher position. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the contract for Nicole Milkey for an elementary 
teacher position. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the contract for Melissa Boon Strangfeld for an 
elementary teacher position. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – 
yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Deanna Heiman to approve the contract for Kathy Luchterhand for an 
elementary teacher position. Roll call: Sue Voigt – no, Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – 
yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the contract for Alaric Huls for a social studies teacher 



position. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the contract for Dessa Karl for a social studies 
teacher position. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the Memorandum of Understanding for Ashley 
Gunderman. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the administrative contract for Craig Anderson for 
the 2016-2017 and 2017-2018 school years as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, 
Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the administrative contract for John Gaier for the 
2016-2017 and 2017-2018 school years as presented. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
CESA report was given by Deanna Heiman. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to adjourn at 9:06 p.m.  Roll call: all yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 


