
NEILLSVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
 
June 25, 2018 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Education, School District of Neillsville, was called to order on June 25, 
2018, at 6:00 p.m. in the Board of Education Office by President Dewey Poeschel.  Present at roll call were 
Dewey Poeschel, Peggy Grap, Deanna Heiman, Sue Voigt, and Rick Opelt.  Also present was Administrator 
John Gaier. 
 
Notification of the meeting was sent on June 13, 2018, to the Clark County Press, WCCN Radio, Neillsville 
City Hall, and Neillsville Public Library.  A revised notification was sent on June 21, 2018, to the Clark County 
Press, WCCN Radio, Neillsville City Hall, and Neillsville Public Library. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the Consent Agenda as presented below: 

A.   Minutes of the May 21, 2018, regular meeting  
B.   Treasurer’s report and payment of general account checks numbered 76262 through 77250,   
       201700255 through 201700281, voiding checks #76262 for $137.50, #76505 for $110.00, #76631 for  
       $4.85, #76749 for $35.00, #76770 for $38.70, #77055 for $40.00, #77062 for $125.00, #77079 for  
       $85.00, #77093 for $40.00, #77190 for $60.00, #201700261 for $3,169.18, #201700273 for $144.33, for  
       a total of $704,587.69, and approval of the June payrolls. 
C.   Final Adoption of Policy GDA 

Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the donation of helmets and shoulder pads from the 
Neillsville Youth Football Association. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, 
Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
The Achievement Gap Reduction Report was presented to the board by Instructional Facilitator Kory Poeschel. 
 
A school safety update was presented to the board. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the Capstone project contract for Jeremy 
Gasiorowski for the 2018-2019 school year. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, 
Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve meal prices to remain the same as last year for the 
2018-2019 school year. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve WIAA membership for the 2018-2019 school year. 
Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the health services contract with MMC for the 2018-
2019 school year. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve Staff Handbook updates for the 2018-2019 school 



year as presented. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Rick Opelt to approve FACS and Spanish curriculum updates for the 2018-
2019 school year as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman 
– yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve WASB membership for the 2018-2019 school year. 
Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve AEF membership for the 2018-2019 school year. Roll 
call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve setting a temporary Fund 10 expense budget of 
$10,706,000.00 for the 2018-2019 school year. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – 
yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Rick Opelt to approve setting Citizens State Bank of Loyal, Associated 
Bank, Unity Bank, and BMO Harris Bank official depositories for the 2018-2019 school year. Roll call: Sue 
Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the district administrator to make investments for the 
2018-2019 school year. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
John Gaier reported on a mailing sent to district parents; an article about Medford schools; a WASB update; the 
final bill for the hockey co-op; an article regarding poverty in the United States; one Focus article; the CESA 10 
Annual Convention; a WASB School Safety Seminar; the security film specifications for the school safety 
project; an update on the greenhouse project; an update on the baseball field upgrades; and three articles from 
the Wisconsin Institute for Law and Liberty. 
  
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to go into closed session as per WI Statutes 19.85(1)(C) 
Considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee 
over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility.  The purpose of the closed 
session is to discuss contractual matters.  Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, 
Rick Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to return to open session. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy 
Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve Kari Begert for a food service position. Roll call: 
Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Rick Opelt to approve Support Staff Handbook updates for the 2018-2019 
school year as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes. Motion carried. 
  
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve Confidential Staff Handbook updates for the 2018-



2019 school year as presented. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman 
– yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve confidential staff wages for the 2018-2019 school 
year as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the resignation of Dessa Karl from her social studies 
teaching position. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the resignation of Alaric Huls from his social studies 
teaching position. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the resignation of Jordan Jacobsen from his special 
education teaching position. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – 
yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the resignation of Ben Perushek from his English 
teaching position. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the resignation of Sam Plasch from her elementary art 
teaching position. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the hiring of Brian Thell for an elementary music 
teaching position. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the hiring of Taylor Olson for an elementary teaching 
position. Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the hiring of Reed Lehman for an elementary 
teaching position. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the hiring of Jesset Bernhagen for a social studies 
teaching position. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the hiring of Josh Zahl for a social studies teaching 
position. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the hiring of Carly Kuran for an English teaching 
position. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Rick Opelt to approve Certified Staff Handbook updates for the 2018-2019 



school year as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to approve the bonus pay of $600 for Kate Mueller for her middle 
school softball coaching position. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Rick 
Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the principal contract for Scott Schiller as presented. 
Roll call: Sue Voigt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the principal contract for Craig Anderson Ruskin as 
presented. Roll call: Rick Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Sue Voigt to approve the administrative contract for John Gaier as 
presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Rick Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
WASB report was given by John Gaier. 
 
CESA report was given by Deanna Heiman. 
 
Motion by Sue Voigt seconded by Rick Opelt to adjourn at 8:27 p.m.  Roll call: all yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 


