
NEILLSVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING 
 
October 21, 2024 
 
The special meeting of the Board of Education, School District of Neillsville, was called to order on October 
21, 2024, at 7:42 p.m. in the Board Meeting Room by President Sue Voigt.  Present at roll call were Sue Voigt, 
Peggy Grap, Deanna Heiman, Dewey Poeschel, and Paul Opelt.  Also present was Administrator John Gaier.  
 
Notification of the meeting was sent on October 9, 2024, to the Clark County Press, Central Wisconsin 
Broadcasting, Neillsville City Hall, and Neillsville Public Library. A revised notification was sent on October 
16, 2024, to the Clark County Press, Central Wisconsin Broadcasting, Neillsville City Hall, and Neillsville 
Public Library.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve a Fund 10 levy in the amount of $3,800,000, 
Fund 39 levy in the amount of $819,650, and Fund 80 levy in the amount of $75,000, for a final tax levy of 
$4,694,650 for the 2024-2025 school year as presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, 
Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve Hazard, Young, Attea, & Associates’ proposal 
for the administrator search services as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to go into closed session as per WI Statutes 19.85(1)(C) 
Considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee 
over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility.  The purpose of the closed 
session is to discuss contractual matters.  Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – 
yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Dewey Poeschel to return to open session. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy 
Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the hiring of Carmen Decorah for the food 
service lead as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel 
– yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the Letter of Appointment adjustment for Sasha 
Degenhardt as presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman 
– yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the amended teaching contract for Chelsea 
Opelt as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – 
yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the resignation of Todd Fischer from his 
middle school football coaching position as presented. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy 
Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the Letter of Appointment for Alex Bloch for the 
weight room supervisor position as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – 



yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to adjourn at 8:34 p.m.  Roll call: all yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 


