
NEILLSVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
 
September 16, 2024 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Education, School District of Neillsville, was called to order on September 
16, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Meeting Room by President Sue Voigt.  Present at roll call were Sue Voigt, 
Peggy Grap, Deanna Heiman, Dewey Poeschel, and Paul Opelt.  Also present were Administrator John Gaier, 
High School Principal Jennifer Aspenson, Middle School Principal Jesse Bernhagen, and Elementary Principal 
Marcy Kunze. 
 
Notification of the meeting was sent on September 4, 2024, to the Clark County Press, Central Wisconsin 
Broadcasting, Neillsville City Hall, and Neillsville Public Library. A revised notification was sent on September 
11, 2024, to the Clark County Press, Central Wisconsin Broadcasting, Neillsville City Hall, and Neillsville 
Public Library.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the Consent Agenda as presented below: 

A.   Minutes of the August 19, 2024, regular meeting 
B.   Treasurer’s report and payment of general account checks numbered 89982 through 90114,   
       202400042 through 202400109, for a total of $472,608.78, and approval of the September payrolls. 
C.   Final adoption of policies 0121, 0122, 0123, 0131.1, 0132.1, 0132.2, 0133, 0141, 0141.1, 0142.1, 0142.2,  
       0142.3, 0142.4, 0142.5, 0142.6, DJF, IGDG and JEDA 

Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
New staff members were introduced to the board. 
 
A building project update was presented by: Jenny Polacek from Wendel Companies, and Building and 
Grounds Director Mark Spencer. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the student club application for The School 
Store as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, 
Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the football co-op with Granton Schools for the 
2026-2027 and 2027-2028 school years as presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy 
Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the request for proposals for an administrator 
search service as edited. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman 
– yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the donation of school supplies from the Inwood 
Supper Club as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna 
Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the donation of student hygiene kits from the Clark 
County Child Support Agency as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy 
Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 



Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the donation of books from the Clark County 
HCE Wisconsin Bookworms Project as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the donation of raffle items from Gross Motors 
as presented. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the $83 monetary donation from Grit Nutrition to the 
Neillsville softball team as presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, 
Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the donation of a batting cage net from Kevin 
and Shelly Schmitz as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the donation of three pitching target frames 
from Mayville Engineering as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, 
Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the $50 monetary donation from Unity Bank to the 
Homecoming Club for homecoming activities. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna 
Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Marcy Kunze reported on an August update; attendance; beginning of the school year update; PBIS; Warrior of 
the Week; picture day; reading instruction; Seal-A-Smile Program; upcoming events; and a staff thank you. 
 
Jesse Bernhagen reported on attendance; August overview; new staff; first week of school updates; grading 
Policy and expectations; SEL and culture building plans; middle school building upgrade; and upcoming events. 
 
Jennifer Aspenson reported on new staff; enrollment; academic updates; student activities updates; and 
homecoming. 
 
John Gaier reported on the hard work of the custodial staff to prepare the building for the start of school; picture 
day; the WASB Region 5 Meeting on October 1st; two thank you notes; upcoming school referenda; and the 
district annual meeting on October 21st. 
  
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to go into closed session as per WI Statutes 19.85(1)(C) 
Considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee 
over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility.  The purpose of the closed 
session is to discuss contractual matters.  Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – 
yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to return to open session. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy 
Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the hiring of Sasha Degenhardt for a teaching 
assistant position as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna 
Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the hiring of Brooke Mavis for a teaching 
assistant position as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – abstain, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, 



Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the hiring of Susan Smith for a custodian 
position as presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – 
yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the hiring of Tasha Gelander for a custodian position 
as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the bus driver bonus of $500 for full-time and 
$250 for part-time as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve hiring of Deb Bray for the middle school teaching 
position as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – 
yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the hiring of Lexi Opelt for the middle school 
girls’ basketball coaching position as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the initial adoption of Policy 0142.7 as 
presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the initial adoption of Policy 0143 as 
presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the initial adoption of Policy 0143.1 as 
presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the initial adoption of Policy 0144.1 as 
presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the initial adoption of Policy 0144.3 as 
presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the initial adoption of Policy 0144.4 as 
presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the initial adoption of Policy 0144.5 as 
presented. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the initial adoption of Policy 0145 as 
presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue 



Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the initial adoption of Policy 0151 as 
presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the initial adoption of Policy 0151.1 as 
presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the initial adoption of Policy 0151.2 as 
presented. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the initial adoption of Policy 0152 as 
presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the initial adoption of Policy 0155 as 
presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
WASB report was given by John Gaier. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to adjourn at 8:31 p.m.  Roll call: all yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 


