
NEILLSVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
 
June 24, 2024 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Education, School District of Neillsville, was called to order on June 24, 
2024, at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Meeting Room by President Sue Voigt.  Present at roll call were Sue Voigt, 
Peggy Grap, Deanna Heiman, Dewey Poeschel, and Paul Opelt.  Also present were Administrator John Gaier 
and Elementary Principal Marcy Kunze. 
 
Notification of the meeting was sent on June 12, 2024, to the Clark County Press, WCCN Radio, Neillsville 
City Hall, and Neillsville Public Library. A revised notification was sent on June 19, 2024, to the Clark County 
Press, WCCN Radio, Neillsville City Hall, and Neillsville Public Library.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the Consent Agenda as presented below: 

A.   Minutes of the May 20, 2024, regular meeting 
B.   Treasurer’s report and payment of general account checks numbered 89327 through 89705,   
       202300485 through 202300572, voiding checks #89327 for $120.00, #89328 for $25.00, #89331 for  
       $60.00, #89332 for $60.00, #89335 for $120.00, #89402 for $100.00, #89445 for $200.00, #89482 for  
       $400.00, #89505 for $120.00, #89506 for $120.00, #89507 for $60.00, #89508 for $90.00, #89509 for  
       $60.00, #89510 for $60.00, #89516 for $75.00, #89534 for $100.00, #89589 for $385.00, #89601 for  
       $60.00, #89603 for $160.00, #89641 for $4.72, #89650 for $1576.80, #89668 for $455.98, #89686 for  
       $27.40, #202300485 for $14.84, for a total of $734,240.64, and approval of the June payrolls. 
C.  Final Adoption of Policy IGDJA 

Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
John Gaier presented a sample of two senior science projects.  
 
Lance Gregorich from CESA 10 presented a building projects update. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the bid from Ahern in the amount of $32,192 
for high school water heater replacements. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – 
yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the bid from Van Ert Electric in an amount not 
to exceed $131,450 for the clock system circuitry and the electrical panel replacement. Roll call: Deanna 
Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the Achievement Gap Reduction Report as 
presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the academic standards and educational options 
for the 2024-2025 school year as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt 
– yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the use of space agreement with Clark County 
Community Services as presented. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, 
Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – abstain.  Motion carried. 



 
Motion by Deanna Heiman seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the use of space agreement with 
Children’s Service Society of Wisconsin as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the updated agreement with Kinum to assist with 
debt collection as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Paul 
Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the property insurance renewal from TriCor 
Insurance in the amount of $241,134 as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the out-of-state field trip to Indianapolis, Indiana on 
October 22nd-25th, 2024, for the Neillsville FFA. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the Wisconsin Rural Schools Alliance 
membership renewal as presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, 
Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the WASB membership renewal as presented. Roll 
call: Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve setting a temporary Fund 10 budget for the 
2024-2025 school year in the amount of $11,778,726 as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt 
– yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve setting Citizens State Bank, Associated Bank, 
Unity Bank, and Simplicity Credit Union as the official depositories for the 2024-2025 school year as presented. 
Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve authorizing District Administrator John Gaier to 
make investments for the 2024-2025 school year. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Paul 
Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue Voigt – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the WIAA membership renewal for the 2024-
2025 school year as presented. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the donation of a hydroponic garden from the 
Clark County Health Department as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – 
yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the monetary donation from Gross Motors to the 
Neillsville FFA in the amount of $1,000. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – 
yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes. Motion carried. 
 
John Gaier reported on the School District of Neillsville’s bond report; correspondence from the City of 
Neillsville regarding a right of way; an article on CTE-10; a legislative update on state tax collections; an article 



on Microsoft’s Wisconsin Data Center; and an article on the anticipated ruling in an Act 10 lawsuit. 
  
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Dewey Poeschel to go into closed session as per WI Statutes 19.85(1)(C) 
Considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee 
over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility.  The purpose of the closed 
session is to discuss contractual matters.  Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – 
yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to return to open session. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, 
Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the hiring of Ashley Hoppe for a teaching 
assistant position as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna 
Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the Memorandum of Understanding for Jan Shilts as 
presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the revised Letter of Appointment for Todd 
Schmidt as presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – 
yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the resignation of Brian Waters from his high 
school math teaching position as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna 
Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the resignation of Shannon LaDow from her 
kindergarten teaching position as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – 
yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the hiring of Jessica Griesbach for the second 
grade teaching position as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, 
Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the hiring of Alex Bloch for the high school 
math teaching position as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, 
Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the hiring of Todd Fischer for the high school 
social studies teaching position as presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – 
yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the resignation of Jasmine Naedler from her 
assistant softball coaching position as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna 
Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the hiring of Randi Stanley for the High Quiz 
Bowl Team Advisor as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the proposed co-curricular contracts for the 



2024-2025 school year as presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, 
Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the retirement of District Administrator John 
Gaier, effective June 30, 2025, as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna 
Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
CESA report was given by John Gaier. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to adjourn at 8:15 p.m.  Roll call: all yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 


