
NEILLSVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
 
June 20, 2022 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Education, School District of Neillsville, was called to order on June 20, 
2022, at 6:00 p.m. in the Multi Media Room by President Sue Voigt.  Present at roll call were Sue Voigt, Peggy 
Grap, Deanna Heiman, Dewey Poeschel, and Paul Opelt.  Also present were Administrator John Gaier and 
Elementary Principal Marcy Kunze. 
 
Notification of the meeting was sent on June 9, 2022, to the Clark County Press, WCCN Radio, Neillsville City 
Hall, and Neillsville Public Library. A revised notification was sent on June 16, 2022, to the Clark County 
Press, WCCN Radio, Neillsville City Hall, and Neillsville Public Library.       
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the Consent Agenda as presented below: 

A.   Minutes of the May 16, 2022, regular meeting and May 16, 2022, special meeting 
B.   Treasurer’s report and payment of general account checks numbered 85233 through 85400,   
       202100589 through 202100663, voiding checks #85061 for $425.00, #85325 for $100.00, #85327 for   
       $25.00, #85328 for $100.00, #85330 for $150.00 for a total of $932,796.86, and approval of the June    
       payrolls. 

Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the additional gym wall project bid from Rhom 
Construction in the amount of $47,655.00 as presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, 
Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the bid from HS Fence Company for fence 
repair and replacement in the amount of $26,452.00 as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – 
yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the Achievement Gap Reduction Report as 
presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with Head 
Start as presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, 
Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the 2022-2023 academic standards and educational 
options as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – 
yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the modifications to the Work Release 
Program as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – 
yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the insurance policy with Tricor for 2022-2023 
with a change in the property deductible from $5,000 to $25,000. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – 
yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 



 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the 2022-2023 WASB membership renewal as 
presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the 2022-2023 WIRSA membership renewal 
as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the 2022-2023 WAEF membership renewal as 
presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the Federal Programs Handbook modifications as 
presented. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve setting a temporary Fund 10 budget for 2022-
2023 of $11,850,000. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – 
yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve setting Citizens State Bank, Associated Bank, 
Unity Bank, and Simplicity Credit Union as the official depositories for the 2022-2023 school year as presented. 
Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve authorizing District Administrator John Gaier to 
make investments for the 2022-2023 school year. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna 
Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the early graduation request from A.K. as 
presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the early graduation request from T.V. as presented. 
Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  
Motion carried 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the early graduation request from D.P. as 
presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the Project Search contract as presented. Roll 
call: Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the 2022-2023 WIAA membership renewal as 
presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the new reading series as presented. Roll call: 
Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion 



carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the use of two buses to transport volunteers to 
Farm Technology Days. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman 
– yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the monetary donation for MEC in the amount of 
$1,000 as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – 
yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
John Gaier reported on a thank you note; Opelt Park groundbreaking ceremony; positive feedback regarding 
Neillsville students; the withdrawal of WASB from the NSBA; an article regarding WEA Trust health 
insurance; district technology sale; scholarship recipients and amounts; June operational plan and calendar; 
district Covid cases; Clark County Health Department flyer; influenza and Covid death graphs; article from The 
New York Times; articles by John Forester; and 2019 gun-homicide rates. 
  
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to go into closed session as per WI Statutes 19.85(1)(C) 
Considering employment, promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee 
over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility.  The purpose of the closed 
session is to discuss contractual matters.  Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – 
yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to return to open session. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy 
Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the resignation of Jennifer Roenz from her 
teaching assistant position. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna 
Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the resignation of Michelle Rowell from her teaching 
assistant position. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, 
Sue Voigt – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the revised letter of confirmation for Morgan 
Spencer as presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – 
yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the revised letter of confirmation for Nate 
McDonald as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt 
– yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the bonus pay for the bus drivers and mechanic as 
presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the resignation of Megan Kadlec from her 6th 
grade teaching position. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap 
– yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the hiring of Paul Ziebell for the Middle School 
Science teaching position as presented. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, 
Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 



 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the hiring of Kate Mueller for the 6 th grade teaching 
position as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – 
yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the revised teaching contract for Jessica Brown 
as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the revised 2022-2023 certified staff handbook 
with modifications as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, 
Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the bonus pay for Kate Mueller as presented. Roll 
call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the initial adoption of Policy IGBCA as 
presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the initial adoption of changes to Policy 
IGBCB as presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – 
yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the initial adoption of changes to Policy IGBCC as 
presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the initial adoption of changes to Policy IGBCD as 
presented. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the initial adoption of Policy IGBCE as 
presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
WASB report was given by John Gaier. 
 
CESA report was given by Deanna Heiman. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to adjourn at 8:19 p.m.  Roll call: all yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 


