
NEILLSVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
 
February 20, 2023 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Education, School District of Neillsville, was called to order on February 
20, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. in the Multi Media Room by President Sue Voigt.  Present at roll call were Sue Voigt, 
Peggy Grap, Deanna Heiman, Dewey Poeschel, and Paul Opelt.  Also present were Administrator John Gaier, 
High School Principal Craig Anderson, Middle School Principal Kory Poeschel, and Elementary Principal 
Marcy Kunze. 
 
Notification of the meeting was sent on February 6, 2023, to the Clark County Press, WCCN Radio, Neillsville 
City Hall, and Neillsville Public Library. A revised notification was sent on February 14, 2023, to the Clark 
County Press, WCCN Radio, Neillsville City Hall, and Neillsville Public Library.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the Consent Agenda as presented below: 

A.   Minutes of the January 23, 2023, regular meeting  
B.   Treasurer’s report and payment of general account checks numbered 86500 through 86753,   
       202200299 through 202200372, voiding checks #86500 for $45.00, #86502 for $35.00, #86504 for  
       $100.00, #86507 for $100.00, #86508 for $25.00, #86510 for $45.00, #86514 for $100.00, #86550 for  
       $100.00, #86558 for $50.00, #86600 for $100.00, #86618 for $35.00, #86624 for $60.00, #86632 for  
       $45.00, #86633 for $60.00, #86684 for $45.00, #86687 for $45.00, #86749 for $25.00, for a total of  
       $805,638.43, and approval of the February payrolls. 

Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
The board discussed the 2021-2022 audit report.  
 
Lance Gregorich from CESA 10 presented a building projects update. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the bid from Total Electric in the amount of 
$56,800.00 for IT upgrades in the Elementary. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the early graduation request from C.M. as 
presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the RVA Handbook as presented. Roll call: 
Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the RVA Summer School Offerings handbook 
with modifications as noted. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the Expanded Course Handbook as presented. Roll 
call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 



Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the summer school courses with modifications. 
Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the CESA 10 contract for 2023-2024 as presented. 
Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the hockey co-op as presented. Roll call: 
Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the end of semester AGR Report as presented. 
Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the purchase of a van in the amount of $43,000.00 as 
presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the Neillsville School Spirit debit card 
monetary donation in the amount of $981.10 from Unity Bank as presented. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna 
Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the treasure box of wellness donation from 
Cummins of Neillsville as presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, 
Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the monetary donation from Gross Motors of 
Neillsville in the amount of $12,500 for a new two-post vehicle lift as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, 
Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Board members received a written report from Marcy Kunze on attendance; the monthly character trait; student 
council; Schools Cubed visit; Read Across America Week; UW-Stevens Point job fair; and the penny war 
fundraiser. 
 
Board members received a written report from Kory Poeschel on attendance; foreign exchange student 
experience; middle school week; ACP night; and upcoming important dates. 
 
Board members received a written report from Craig Anderson on attendance; music department news; ACP 
updates; science department news; academic letter awards update; NGL wrestling program; and the Junior 
Achievement business competition winners. 
 
John Gaier reported on the retirement of WASB’s Executive Director John Ashley; usage of Clark County 
libraries; Teacher Inservice Day on February 17th; Medford legislative dinner; CWETN district administrator 
meeting; article regarding changes in standardized test score requirements; ChatGPT article; IRG Action article; 
survey results on area school district fees; and the February NIC agenda. 
  
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to go into closed session as per WI Statutes 19.85(1)(C) 
Considering employment, promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee 
over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility.  The purpose of the closed 
session is to discuss contractual matters.  Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – 



yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to return to open session. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, 
Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the hiring of Steven Scheets for a custodian 
position as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – 
yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the reclassification for Mitch Conner as presented. 
Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes. 
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the reduction in schedule for Rita Sternitzky as 
presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the hiring of Hannah Mooney as a food service 
assistant as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – 
yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the hiring of Melanie Mitchell as a food 
service assistant as presented. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna 
Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the Memorandum of Understanding for Jan 
Shilts as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – 
yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the resignation of Bryce DeSmet from his JV 
baseball coaching position as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – 
yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the resignation of Nate McDonald from his 
weight room supervisory position as presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt 
– yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the hiring of Nathan Schmidt for the assistant 
football coaching position for the 2023-24 school year as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the hiring of Reed Lehman for the JV baseball 
coaching position as presented. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna 
Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the hiring of Tucker Bethea for the weight room 
supervisory position as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
WASB report was given by John Gaier. 
 
CESA report was given by Deanna Heiman. 



 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to adjourn at 8:23 p.m.  Roll call: all yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 


