
NEILLSVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
 
February 19, 2024 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Education, School District of Neillsville, was called to order on February 
19, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. in the Multi Media Room by President Sue Voigt.  Present at roll call were Sue Voigt, 
Peggy Grap, Deanna Heiman, Dewey Poeschel, and Paul Opelt.  Also present were Administrator John Gaier, 
High School Principal Craig Anderson, Middle School Principal Kory Poeschel, and Elementary Principal 
Marcy Kunze. 
 
Notification of the meeting was sent on February 7, 2024, to the Clark County Press, WCCN Radio, Neillsville 
City Hall, and Neillsville Public Library. A revised notification was sent on February 14, 2024, to the Clark 
County Press, WCCN Radio, Neillsville City Hall, and Neillsville Public Library.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the Consent Agenda as presented below: 

A.   Minutes of the January 15, 2024, regular meeting  
B.   Treasurer’s report and payment of general account checks numbered 88683 through 88907,   
       202300275 through 202300359, voiding checks #88683 for $120.00, #88687 for $60.00, #88688 for  
       $120.00, #88691 for $45.00, #88692 for $45.00, #88693 for $120.00, #88699 for $30.00, #88709 for  
       $250.00, #88712 for $125.00, #88737 for $2,405.59, #88776 for $120.00, #88777 for $50.00, #88780 for  
       $45.00, #88842 for $225.00, #88861 for $149.00, #202300299 for $7,379.09, for a total of $1,742,473.22,  
       and approval of the February payrolls. 

   C.   Final Adoption of Policy IIAC-D 
Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Lance Gregorich from CESA 10, and Building and Grounds Director Mark Spencer, presented a building 
projects update. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the bid from Total Electric in the amount of 
$190,800.00 for the IT upgrade as presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna 
Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the 2024-2025 school calendar as presented. 
Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the CTE 10 program as presented. Roll call: Deanna 
Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the new curriculum for statistics class as presented. 
Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the textbook adoption and material purchase 
for ELA grades 6 through 10 as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – 
yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the 2024-2025 Expanded Course Offerings 



Handbook as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt 
– yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the Summer School Online Course Handbook 
from Rural Virtual Academy as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel 
– yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the Summer School Online Course Student 
Handbook from Rural Virtual Academy as presented. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the foreign exchange student request from A.L. for 
the 2024-2025 school year as presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – 
yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the CESA 10 contract for the 2024-2025 school 
year as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, 
Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the Achievement Gap Reduction report as 
presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the monetary donation from Patricia Zager as 
presented. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the monetary donation from Julie Simek as 
presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the donation of four 5-gallon water coolers from 
Atmus Filtration as presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul 
Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Marcy Kunze reported on attendance; monthly character trait; student council; Read Across America Week 
from March 4th-8th; school spelling bee winners; new regulation room; and National FFA Week. 
 
Kory Poeschel reported on attendance; third quarter update; monthly character trait; foreign exchange student 
update; guest speaker; ACP night; school spelling bee; sports update; solo and ensemble results; and upcoming 
important dates. 
 
Craig Anderson reported on attendance; graduation information; guidance & music department updates; FFA 
achievements; ACP updates; solo and ensemble results; and winter sports. 
 
John Gaier reported on a letter of concern; Securly Filter information; legislative dinner; Rural Virtual 
Academy enrollments; city council letter; CWETN District Administrator Meeting; The Highground Expansion 
Project; 2022-2023 Report Card; and a DPI news release. 
  
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to go into closed session as per WI Statutes 19.85(1)(C) 
Considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee 
over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility.  The purpose of the closed 



session is to discuss contractual matters. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – 
yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to return to open session. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Peggy 
Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the resignation of Theresa Lezza from her 
teaching assistant position as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, 
Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the resignation of Amanda Waltemate from her food 
service assistant position as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – 
yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the updated letter of appointment for Johnette 
Place for her food service assistant position as presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, 
Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the hiring of Sam Warden for a teaching 
assistant position as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul 
Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Peggy Grap seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the Memorandum of Understanding for Randy Ystad 
as presented. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Sue 
Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the resignation of Trena Abbott from her 
cheerleading advisor position as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – 
yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the resignation of Shannon Funston from her 
assistant softball coaching position as presented. Roll call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Dewey Poeschel to approve the resignation of Brian Waters from his student 
council advisor position as presented. Roll call: Dewey Poeschel – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, 
Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the hiring of Eric Moltzen for the assistant softball 
coaching position as presented. Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Paul 
Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the resignation of Craig Anderson Ruskin from his 
principal position as presented. Roll call: Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey 
Poeschel – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Paul Opelt to approve the initial adoption of Policy JHC as presented. 
Roll call: Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Deanna Heiman – yes, Sue Voigt – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Opelt seconded by Peggy Grap to approve the initial adoption of Policy DLC as presented. Roll 
call: Deanna Heiman – yes, Peggy Grap – yes, Dewey Poeschel – yes, Paul Opelt – yes, Sue Voigt – yes. 



Motion carried. 
 
WASB report was given by John Gaier. 
 
CESA report was given by Deanna Heiman. 
 
Motion by Dewey Poeschel seconded by Peggy Grap to adjourn at 8:24 p.m.  Roll call: all yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 


